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James McGilvray, McGill University 
 
A Naturalistic Theory of Lexical Contents?  
  
By ‘lexical contents’ I mean ‘lexical meanings’. I explore the prospects of an internalist, 
naturalistic, and feature-cluster theory of lexical meanings.  To do so, I argue against Fodor’s 
‘atomic’ and externalist account of lexical content, and - adopting aspects of Hagit Borer’s 
account of a "listeme", suggest how to resolve some issues of lexical meaning and sentential 
meaning-compositionality. 
 
 
 
While James McGilvray’s Ph.D. at Yale was in philosophy on problems of time and tenses, he 
soon developed an interest in linguistics and did a postdoctoral fellowship at MIT’s linguistics 
department in the 1970s.  It was only during the last fifteen years, however, that he has tried to 
bridge the large gap between work done by linguists in the Chomskyan ‘rationalist’ (now 
biolinguistic) tradition and that done by the great majority of philosophers working in the 
philosophy of language and philosophy of mind. 
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