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Where does the Recursion buck stop?
How far down into the fabric of language does recursion go? Compounds are a natural domain to
pose this question, particularly within a Bare Phrase-Structure (BPS) approach to syntactic relations.
The syntactic structure of compounds of the 'pick-pocket' sort is quite reasonably of the standard
(head, complement) form, which one starts derivations with in syntax. But most other compounds,
like the familiar 'black-bird', seem considerably more elusive in this regard. They appear to involve
a notion 'head' as originally discussed in Di Sciullo and Williams (1987), but at the same time it is
hard to see exactly how that notion can be formally characterized within BPS parameters. Moreover,
in deciding how to proceed, it may be important to review arguments, one way or the other, for
whether these sorts of constructions are productive, systematic and transparent (the hallmarks of
syntax). This is research in progress, which ought to be of interest regardless of what we find the
best answer to these questions happens to be. The goal is to address some foundations of syntactic
structuring and whether they extend to the morphological domain - and if so, to what extent.
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